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CELEBRATION 
SUNDAY! 

ñItôs a Wonderful Lifeò 
Peter Bowden to Speak March 4th 

As announced last month, March 4 will be Celebration 
Sunday, the day on which you and all other Channing 
members and friends will be invited to make your 
annual financial pledge and enjoy a festive luncheon. 
 

This yearôs stewardship-fund-drive theme ð ñItôs a 
Wonderful Lifeò* ð will be kicked off by Celebration 
Sunday speaker, Peter Bowden-Freedman a man who 
many members know well as husband of our former 
minister. Peter is a media producer, with many TV 
programs aired on PBS, and an independent consultant 
to many UU congregations on growth and outreach who 
writes an online blog: UUGrowth.com. 
 

While Peter may not be Frank Capra or Jimmy Stewart 
from the classic movie ñItôs a Wonderful Lifeò, heôs 
certainly an American original, and his work is in line 
with the message chosen for this yearôs fund drive. If 
you think about it, what would our lives be like without 
Channing and the people that make it up? What would 
the Newport community be lacking if Channing didnôt 
exist? How does each person in the congregation, past 
and present, enrich our lives? 
 

Please join Rev. John Nichols, Peter Bowden and the 
Stewardship Committee at the service on March 4 to 
celebrate Channingôs version of Itôs a Wonderful Life 
and pledge your commitment to and appreciation for 
our lives together at Channing. 
 

-Rachel Balaban and the Stewardship Committee (Mary 
Alice Smith, Susan Vanderhoof, John Burnham, Coles 
Mallory, Bob Janiesch, Bill Hawkins, Barbara Coppola) 

 

Special Screening 

òItõs a Wonderful Lifeó  
Sunday, February 26, 7:00pm Parish Hall 

"Just what is a wonderful life, 
anyway?" Come watch a classic film 
and reignite your passion for 
Channing Memorial Church. In true 

cinema fashion, popcorn will be provided but bring 
your own drink. Sam Jernigan will introduce the 
film.  No charge for admission! 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Awakening the Dreamer Workshop 
Saturday, February 4, 12:00pm-5:00pm, Parish Hall 

Facilitated by Sarah Mermin 
$20 [$10 registration FEE & $10 for refreshments & materials]   

NO ONE WILL BE TURNED AWAY 
To register contact the Church Office at:  

401-846-0643, or office@channingchurch.org 
Make check out to Channing Memorial Church; MEMO:TLC 

Awakening the Dreamer is a workshop designed to 
educate and inspire action to bring about an 
environmentally sustainable, spiritually fulfilling, and 
socially just human presence on our planet. Using 
lecture, multimedia and interactive exercises, we 
examine the state of the global environmental, our 

social and spiritual well being, and what is possible for the 
future. Facilitated by Ron D'Amico, Sarah Mermin, Donna 
Schmader, and Charlann Walker.  Sarah Mermin, RYT, LICSW, is 
a professional in body-oriented psychotherapy, therapeutic yoga, 
& life coaching. You can learn more about Sarah at: www.in-
balancecoaching.com; Learn more about the workshop at: 
www.awakeningthedreamer.org.  

*Sponsored by The Learning Center at Channing  
 

Musica Dolce   
Sunday, February 5, 2:00pm  Sanctuary 

Musica Dolce Chamber Orchestra  will present 
a concert of chamber music on Sunday, 
February 5, at 2:00pm, in the Sanctuary.  The 
program will include the Piano Quintet in C 
Minor Opus 1 by Dohnanyi, a Mozart Piano 
Quintet and a Piano Quintet by Dvorak.  This 

concert features Musica Dolce musicians Melody Albanese-Kelly 
and Meghan OôConnor , violins; Diane Guillemette, viola; John 
Kelly violoncello and Paul Rosenbloom, pianist. 

Tickets are available at the door:  General admission $20.00; 
Students $15.00, children under 12 are free.  For information 
about a group rate and for more information or 
reservations:  401-846-2125 or : www.musicadolce.org.  
 

 

Calling all Channing Friends & Family! 
A new kind of Auction is about to begin 

Raise money for the church budget, 
make new friends, enjoy old friends, 

and most importantly, have fun!   
****See insert for more information**** 

http://www.musicadolce.org


 

 

Ministry Together 
In The Interim  

It is guaranteed that wherever I go next year 
announcements and ñjoys and concernsò will be 
an issue as it is for many here. It has been an 
issue in every congregation I have served 
except for two where the congregations 
decided not to allow them. It seems that in most 
congregations we are split roughly 50/50 over 
this issue and the split reflects a fundamental 
difference of opinion about the purpose of 
worship. Half of us value the experience of 
quiet communion with what centers and 
supports them. The other half looks forward to 
worship as fellowship with other members of 
the congregation, their activities, their cares 
and concerns. 
 

What is troubling is that neither side seems to 
know the other is there. Those who are 
discomforted by rambling announcements of 
any kind want them eliminated entirely. Those 
who value spontaneous participation donôt 
seem to understand that there are others who 
wish they wouldnôt.  The larger a congregation 
becomes the more likely it is that these 
contributions will be eliminated because the 
assumption of intimacy between the speakers 
and the congregation is no longer possible in a 
larger congregation. In First Unitarian in 
Providence, parishioners could light a candle 
and write their joy or concern in a book located 
near the front doorway.  The book was brought 
forward during the service and I included what 
was written there in my pastoral prayer ï
eliminating blatant political announcements and 
plugs for local events. It worked quite well. 
 

Iôm not sure that weôre ready for that step in 
Newport but the time will come if growth comes 
as well. In the meantime I hope those who 
appreciate spontaneous joys and concerns can 
take these guidelines to heart on behalf of the 
other half of the congregation who are less 
welcoming of this part in the service. 1. Please 
think about what you are going to say before 
you leave the pew.  2. Ask yourself if Small 
Group Ministry might be a better place for what 
you want to share. 3. If you are a frequent 
sharer please consider holding back for awhile.  
4. Remember the purpose of written 
announcements, which are included with the 
order of service, is to avoid spoken 
announcements. 
 

Thanks for your thoughtful consideration. 
 

 ~Rev. John H. Nichols 
  

Ministerial Search Update  

As I write this, the ministerial search team has 
entered a very exciting time in our search 
process.  We have just finished our first 
weekend interviews with a final candidate for 
the position of settled minister at Channing! 
 

If you are not familiar with what happens in the 
finalist process, here is how it works.  Since 
November, we have received 16 total 
applications for the ministerial position, and 
have winnowed that list down to four final 
candidates.  Each of these candidates comes 
to Newport to spend a weekend with the search 
team, which includes tours of the church and 
Aquidneck Island, several hours of interviews, 
and on that Sunday, we travel to a neutral 
pulpit site at another area UU church so that we 
can see the minister conduct a service.  We 
also get a chance to have several meals as a 
group, which affords us the opportunity to get to 
know the candidate in a more personal way in a 
relaxed setting. 
 

During this past weekend (snowstorm and all!), 
we met our first candidate.  I think all of us on 
the team would agree that these weekends are 
intense experiences, but also fascinating and 
enjoyable.  We will be hosting our other three 
candidates for weekends before the end of 
February, and then in March comes the big 
final decision if all goes as planned!  Stay 
tuned! 
 

Though we cannot share any specific 
information about applicants under 
consideration at this time, our team appreciates 
all comments and questions you may have.  
You can send an e-mail to us at 
search@channingchurch.org , or contact any 
of the committee members individually ï Bill 
Peresta (chair), Barbara Nowicki, Norm Moore, 
Nicole Robinson, Dave Lussier, Mary Alice 
Smith, or myself. 
        - Linda Beall, Secretary 
 

 

February 
Caregiving Coordinators 

 

Barbara Richter &  
Marcia Mallory. 

Please call with any personal needs  
and/or needs among our community.  

mailto:search@channingchurch.org


 

 

From The Governing Board 
From the President:  

Many of you may have heard about Jessica 
Ahlquist, the junior at Cranston West High 
School, who petitioned the School Committee 
last year to remove a prayer banner than hung in 
the school auditorium. When the School 
Committee refused, the ACLU represented 
Jessica in filing a federal lawsuit alleging the 
prayer violated the Constitutionôs prohibition of 
state-supported religion. A federal judge recently 
ruled in her favor, and called for the immediate 
removal of the prayer banner. Through this whole 
process, but particularly in the last few weeks, 
Jessica has endured a barrage of harassment, 
name-calling, cyber bullying, even physical 
threats directed at her from some of her 
classmates and adults in the Cranston 
community. Long-time friends have shunned her, 
and people who donôt even know her are saying 
terrible things about her. One Cranston City 
Council member went so far as to call her ñevilò 
on a talk radio show. 
 

The point I want to make here is not whether or 
not the prayer banner should remain or be taken 
down. Regardless of whether you agree with 
Jessica or not, you have to be impressed by the 
courage and conviction displayed by this young 
person in standing up for what she believes is 
right. I wonder how many of us, even as adults, 
would have the courage to stand up for 
something we believe, in the face of withering 
criticism, the way this 16-year old has. Quite 
frankly, Iôm in awe of her courage and her 
integrity. I know for a fact that I would never have 
taken such a risk when I was a teenager, and Iôm 
not even sure I have that kind of strength of 
conviction even now. Jessica and her family are 
paying a high price for her beliefs; hopefully, it 
will be worth it for her. 
 

What also makes me happy is that Jessica 
reminds us that stereotypes of any group are a 
bad thing. Jessicaôs behavior flies directly in the 
face of popular wisdom, which portrays young 
people as selfish and self-centered, lacking in 
values and disinterested in the world around 
them. People like Jessica Ahlquist show that 
stereotype for what it is: baloney. People like 
Jessica give me faith and hope in our future. 
People like Jessica make me want to work hard 
to be a better person. People like Jessica make 
me want to fight harder for justice and 
understanding in our world. For all these things, 
thank you Jessica. 

~Jim Freess, President 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Fellowship News  
Thanks so much to Jo Freedman 
and Joy Benson who will be hosting 
Fellowship for the month of 
February.  We would also like to 

thank those who will be providing food for 
Fellowship hour: Kelly Bailey, Stephanie 
Banister, Barbara Coppola, John and Lori 
Corbishley, Sarah Mermin, Mary Alice Smith, 
and Sue VanDerhoof. 
 

As you know the Celebration Sunday Lunch 
will be held after the Worship Service on 
March 4 th at the Elks Lodge. Of course, that 
means that we will once again be asking for 
volunteers to bring food for the celebration.  Itôs 
so nice to have such generous and wonderful 
cooks in our congregation! Of course, if youôre 
not into cooking, store bought food is most 
welcome.  Thank you in advance for your help. 

~Mary Benson, Fellowship Chair 
 

Membership Notes  
What does it take to become a member of 
Channing?  There is no actual creed one needs 
to subscribe to.  We do ask is that people have 
thought about what Channing stands for, are in 
agreement with its principles, and are willing to 
make a commitment to Channing.  The actual 
process consists of signing oneôs name in the 
Membership Book.  We are planning to have 
a New Member Welcome during the Sunday 
worship service on March 25.  If you are 
contemplating membership, but havenôt actually 
signed the book, now would be a great time!  
Marcia Mallory, the Member Chair will be the 
Greeter for the month of February.  You can 
find her after church either in the sanctuary or 
during coffee hour. 
 

The Membership Committee has been busy 
greeting new faces and helping visitors feel 
welcome at Channing.  Although the committee 
works hard to get to know new people, weôd 
like to remind the whole congregation that 
giving visitors a warm experience when they 
come to Channing is the responsibility of all of 
us.  If you see someone leaving the Sanctuary 
you havenôt seen before, why not stop to 
introduce yourself?  Likewise, if there is 
someone at coffee hour who is standing alone, 
please start a conversation.  Channing has the 
reputation of being a friendly placeðletôs all 
help to make it even more so! 
 

~Marcia Mallory, Membership Chair 



 

 

Religious Education 
There's nothing you can make that can't be made. 

No one you can save that can't be saved. 
Nothing you can do but you can learn how to be you 

in time - It's easy. 
All you need is love, all you need is love, 

All you need is love, love, love is all you need. 
~òAll You Need Is Loveò, Lennon/McCartney 

 

This month, the Religious Education, Social Action and 
Interweave Committees are joining together to lead a 
service on LOVE.  What is love? Who do we love? How do 
we show love? As Unitarian Universalists, we are a faith 
based in love. Our Universalist heritage especially has been 
centered on the practice of putting love into action. 
 

ñA belief in God's universal love to all his creatures, 
and that he will finally restore all of them that are 

miserable to happiness, is a polar truth. . .  
It establishes the equality of [humanity]. . .ò 

~Benjamin Rush 

Love is a resource available to us. Whether we attribute the 
source of that all encompassing Love to God, the Universe 
or the goodness of humanity, it exists and lends energy to 
our lives. What will we do with this great powerful Love? 
How can we be an agent of change? How can we make 
lives better- for people in need, for our children, for 
ourselves? These are the questions we explore at 
Channing!  Please attend the worship service on Sunday, 
February 12th and join the conversation!                                                                                                                

~In Joy and Love, Halcyon  

 
 

Religious Education  News 
Looking Back 

We started off the New Year with Connection, 
Learning & Fun in January! Our RE Classes 
continued with new teaching teams- thank you again 
to all who are volunteering this way. Barbara 
Coppola continued our series on Anti-Bullying on 
January 15th. The group began making a video 
about bullying. We held a small yet productive 
meeting about the Elementary Our Whole Lives 
program (OWL) at Channing.  Thank you to Rick 
Osborne for committing to becoming a trained OWL 
leader and making it possible for us to offer this great 
class next year! More details about the elementary 
OWL class will be coming  soon. The family fun 
event, Sledding with the Mythens, at Ft. Adams 
State Park  happens after press time, but I am sure 
everyone had a wonderful time! 
 

Looking Ahead 

Winter means Mystery Friends at Channing! Carmen 
Smith is coordinating the event this year and has 
made matches of adults and children. It will be so 
much fun to guess who your friends are!  Friends 
come to the service on February 12th to meet and 
greet each other. This Sunday is also our 
multigenerational ñAll You Need Is Loveò service! The 
Junior Youth Group will be holding a fundraiser bake 
sale on February 12th!  Show support for the youth 
we love and satisfy your sweet tooth at the same 
time! On February 19th Barbara Coppola will hold 
continue the Anti-Bullying series in Parish Hall. Join 
this event to learn and work on the video!  

February RE Calendar 
Sunday, February 5, 10am :  

Regular Classes  

OWL: 6 - 8pm, Parish Hall  
 

Sunday, February 12, 10am: 

Multigenerational service, everyone 

in the Sanctuary; OWL: 6 - 8pm, Parish Hall  
 

Sunday, February 19, 10am : 

Faith in Action: Multi -age program continues 

our series on anti -bullying for children 5 -12 

in the Parish Hall  

Junior Youth Group: 5 - 7pm, Parish Hall  
 

Sunday, February 26, 10am : 

Regular Classes 

Sunday, March 4, 10am:   

Celebration Sunday!  
 

 

Junior Youth Valentineõs Day Bake Sale 
Sunday, February 12th  

In the Parish Hall during Fellowship  
Channing's Junior High Youth Group 
invites you to attend their Valentineôs 
Day Bake Sale! In December the Youth 
Group voted to spend a great deal of 
their budget buying holiday presents for 

local needy teens. They enjoyed shopping, wrapping 
and giving these gifts to others their own age. Now 
they are enthusiastic about raising money to not only 
earn back the money they spent, but to raise additional 
funds! They will use the money they raise to participate 
in projects serving others, and also to have fun 
activities as a group. This is the first of several 
fundraisers they will be planning this spring and I hope 
that you will support. They are an energetic and great 
group of kids who are making Channing proud. See 

you on February 12 for goodies and Valentines galore!  

~Alli Jean, Youth Group Coordinator 



 

 

Caregiving Update 
Channing Caregiving had a busy month in January, with much 

going on in our congregation. 

The year began on a sad note for some of our families.  

Deepest sympathies go out to our Channing sextons, Pat and 

Piper Padillia, their son Patrick, and the rest of the Padillia 

family on the death of Patôs mother Dolores on Jan. 4.  

Dolores was involved with many activities in the Filipino-

American community in Newport and was also known for her 

work with the Newport Kiwanis Club.   

On the 14th, Dolores was memorialized at a Channing service. 

Pat and Piper scripted the service with meaningful readings, 

prayers and hymns.  Grandson Patrick and others gave 

testimony to her legacy.  Beth Milham sang a beautiful song.  

Because so many lives were touched by Dolores throughout 

her long, loving life, the sanctuary was filled with people of all 

colors and creeds ï a true tribute to an extraordinary woman.  

Many Channing members attended, and special thanks go to 

Barbara Russell-Willett, Ruth Jernigan, and others who 

teamed up to create the reception in the parish hall afterwards.  

We extend condolences to Janet Cook and her family.  Janetôs 

mother, Muriel McIntyre, also passed away in early January.  

Our sympathies go out to George and Sherrill Warch and their 

family.  On January 13th,2012 George Warch lost his beloved 

sister, Mary Janet Brown. She will be solely missed by George 

and his family. On a happier note George and Sherrill will be 

celebrating their 45th Wedding Anniversary on January 29th. 

Long-time members of our congregation also mourn the recent 

loss of two former friends of Channing, Betty Netten and Jean 

Brown. 

Our thoughts are with Joanne Armenia, who recently was 

involved in a serious car accident in Florida.  She suffered a 

broken sternum and is scheduled to be back in Rhode Island 

soon ï perhaps by the time you read this. 

Rick Osborne was also injured in an accident in January and 

missed some work while laid up at home.  At the time of this 

writing, he is up and about once again, though still dealing with 

some pain. 

Joyce Simonelli continues to cope with chemo treatments and 

consequent effects, but is doing well, and she and Tony were 

pleased to be able to attend the Christmas Eve service along 

with some other family members.  Her outings are still rare and 

limited, and Nickie Kates is accepting offers to provide an 

occasional meal (gluten free and vegan), flowers, or other treat 

for Joyce.  Please call Nickie at 846-4166 if youôd like to help. 

Congratulations to new grandparents Denise & Bob Johnson 

on the birth of Khloe Isabella Johnson on Dec. 20, 2011!  Son 

Ryan and daughter-in-law Samantha are the happy parents, 

and Denise reports that Khloe is ña very good baby.ò 

 

Gabe Shute participated in the First Lego League 

Robotics competition at Roger Williams University in 

mid-January, and his team came in 38th for the robot 

game out of 54 teams!  Caellum Kerr, a youth in our 

OWL program, was also a participant on another team 

and won an award related to gracious professionalism 

and teamwork.  Congrats to both of you! 

Our congratulations and appreciation go out to 

"Pyramid of Pride" recipients Russ and Beth Milham.  

As many of you know, Russ and Beth have dedicated 

decades to the LGBT community through their efforts 

cultivating and maintaining AIDS Quilt RI, founding the 

Straight But Not Narrow Coalition, fighting for the 

passage of the 1995 Civil Rights Bill, working to 

ensure that Channing Church became a truly 

Welcoming Congregation, and their committed fight for 

marriage equality.  This is an honor well deserved!  

For tickets to the event on February 19 go to:  

http://ripridehonors.eventbrite.com 

Former Channing member Lee Whittaker, who is 

currently attending divinity school at the Starr-King 

School in Berkeley, CA, recently received a huge 

honor.  He has been asked to serve on the advisory 

board for all Welcoming Congregations (all faiths) in 

the San Francisco area ï 200 churches!  Hope youôre 

reading this, Lee ï weôre thrilled for you, and youôre 

very much missed here at Channing! 

Last but not least, here is a message from Nickie 

Kates:  ñWe would like to make all Channing members 

and friends aware of an organization called óRebuilding 

Together.ô  It is a group that helps local people with 

home repairs they cannot afford or are unable to do 

themselves.  They usually hold an annual event in 

April to address a major refurbishing effort of one 

household, but are available for smaller projects 

throughout the year.  The volunteers include building 

contractors, tradesmen, restoration experts and 

others.  Their materials are donated by area 

businesses and they are generously supported by the 

Newport County Board of Realtors, Salve Regina 

University, and Newport Hospital.  Please remember 

óRebuilding Togetherô for anyone at Channing or in our 

larger community as a resource.ò 

Many thanks to Barbara Russell-Willett and Rachel 

Balaban, our intrepid caregiving coordinators for the 

busy month of January!  The February coordinators 

are Barbara Richter and Marcia Mallory.  Please call 

either of them with any caregiving needs among our 

Channing members and friends. 
  

 ~Linda Beall, for Channing Caregiving 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spirit of Community 

http://ripridehonors.eventbrite.com/


 

 

Social Action 
Social Action Meetings 

Wednesday, February 8, Channing House Library 
¶ 6:00pm Housing & Homelessness  Focus Group 

¶ 7:00pm Social Action Committee 

Share the Plate 
On Share The Plate Sunday half of all cash donations and 
any checks with a memo line Share the Plate will be split 
equally with the church & a cause selected by the Social 
Action Committee. Other checks written to Channing will be 
applied to a personôs pledge per usual.  
 

The February 26 Share the Plate collection will go to the 
New England Grassroots Environment Fund (NEGEF). This 
wonderful fund administering mini-grants to organizations 
throughout New England, has accomplished a huge amount 
of good in its 15 year history, working with a staff of four 
from its offices in Burlington, VT. They gave Channing an 
$1800 grant for our Home Weatherization program a few 
years ago, and they also helped fund the Neighborhood 
Energy Challenge, and helped Channing sponsor the 
shuttle bus for Energy Independence Day in 2010. For 
several years, theyôve supported both the Methodist 
Community Garden and Preserve Portsmouth. In addition to 
their grants largely supporting environmental justice 
projects, they provide a great deal of education, support 
and capacity building to their grant recipients, and have 
been a major sponsor of the annual Bioneers by the Bay 
Conference in New Bedford. 

 

Eco Bits & Tips 
Donôt Hate Your Weeds, Eat Them! 

A special thanks to Sanne Kure-Jensen of 
Portsmouth for this information.  
 

If your garden or farm struggles with weeds or 
uninvited plants, consider Didi Emmonsô approach. Make 
delicious meals with your weeds! Emmons has recently 
published ñWild Flavorsò featuring humorous stories about 
rural farm life and recipes made with fresh ingredients from 
Evaôs Garden run by Eva Sommaripa in Dartmouth, MA. 
 

Soups, pastas, pestos and salads include common weeds 
like Dandelion, Goosefoot, Sorrel, Stinging Nettle, Purslane 
and even Chickweed, a major presence in southern New 
England farms and gardens. Lovely photos ensure accurate 
identification for beginners. 
 

Invasive Sorbet, Autumn Olive Jam and Wild Rose and 
Rhubarb Pound Cake are just a few of the creative uses 
offered for New Englandôs common invasive plants like 
Japanese Knotweed, Autumn Olive and Rosa Rugosa. 
 

www.examiner.com/sustainable-living-in-providence/
don-t-hate-your-weeds-eat-them-review 

 ~Submitted by Susan Adie 

 
 

Green Corner 
Lots going on! 

Your Green Congregation Committee has been busy. 
The big news is that weôve started a new partnership 
with Peopleôs Power & Light, allowing Channing families 
to purchase energy from renewable sources and donate 
to Channing at the same time. Please see the letter 
inserted in this issue of the Catalyst. Questions? Contact 
Beth. 
 

And Channing will start buying green power on the 
Sanctuary account this month, too. 
 

Weôre starting a collection site for recycling dead and 
broken CFLs and NON-LITHIUM batteries at the Social 
Action table. 
 

Our book sharing shelf is up and running and weôre 
looking for a name. Which do you prefer? ñBorn Again 
Books,ò or ñBoomarang Books,ò both suggested by June 
Wing? (Proceeds support the Sharing Locker.) 
 

Sally Hanchett recently dropped off four bags of much 
appreciated Sharing Locker donations to each food 
pantry (Martin Luther King and Florence Gray.) Thanks 
for your donations. Please keep them coming! 
 

Thanks to the team of Sally Hanchett, Johanna Malise, 
Abby Adams, and Beth and Russ Milham for 
weatherizing the windows in the Parish Hall in January. 
 

RI Interfaith Power & Light is presenting its 4th annual 
conference, òEthics and Climate Change,ó on 
February 28, 4:30 to 9 PM at Open Table of Christ 
Methodist Church, Broad St. Providence. Beth 
Milham will present a workshop on Cool Congregations 
and the Energy Challenge. Sign up at www.riipl.org. 
Shall we carpool? bpmilham@cox.net. 
 

~Beth Milham, Green Congregation Committee Chair  
 

 

CHANNING SHARING LOCKER  

 Bring non - food essentials for local 

food pantries to the Parish Hall 

Social Action Center any Sunday.  

Health & Beauty Aids, Paper 
Products, Cleaning Products,  

& Pet Foods  

http://www.riipl.org
mailto:bpmilham@cox.net


 

 

Announcements  
 

100 Questions about  
Unitarian Universalism 
Sunday, February 5, 11:15am, Ladiesõ Parlor 

Here is an informal chance to address those 
questions you have always wondered about!  How 
do you join the congregation?  What is Channingôs 
connection to our church?  Do UUôs believe in an 

afterlife?  Grab a cup of coffee and join us in the Ladiesô 
Parlor in the Parish Hall, located just behind the church.   
 

Zen Meditation  
Every Monday, 7:00-8:30pm, Parish Hall 

This practice teaches us to clear our mind, 
understand our true self and live with clarity and 
compassion. No experience necessary. Please 
bring cushions and/or a blanket.   

*For more information, contact Jamie Caster: 619-0791, 
hosoi71@yahoo.com 
 

Channing Valentine Fundraising Dance 

Saturday, February 4, 8:00pm, Parish Hall 

Come join us for a fun Valentine Dance to help 
raise funds for Channing! The evening will 
have music, dancing, and a dessert 
buffet.  Cups will be available for those who 
bring their own beverages, soda & water will 
also be for sale. Tickets are 10.00 per 

person, and will be sold at the door.  Please come and 
spread the love of Valentine's Day and help raise money 
for our beloved church! 
 

Channing Coffee House 
Saturday, February 11, 7:00pm, in the Parish Hall 

 Join us for the next Channing Coffee House. 
Come with a dessert to share! Enjoy coffee and 
music by the MetroGnomes,  along with other 
Channing & local musicians! No charge,  but 
donations are welcome to support the work 

of Channing Memorial Church!  *Interested 
performers please contact John Burnham. 
 

What is Love? 
On Sunday, February 12th, the Social Action, 

Religious Education and Interweave 
Committees join together to lead a 
worship service, ñAll You Need Is 
Loveò. What is love? How do we 
s h o w l o v e ?  A s  Un i t a r i a n 

Universalists, we are a faith based in love. This is a 
multigenerational service with fun music, action and 
creativity. Letôs celebrate the power of Love in our 
lives!  
 

 Black History Assembly 
Friday, February 17, 9:45am-11:00am 

Rogers High School, Newport 

Since 1970, Channing Memorial Church has sponsored a 
Black History Assembly in the Rogers High School 
Auditorium affirming the contributions of people of color in 
our community.  Our congregation began this initiative and 
for many years has done so in partnership with Community 
Baptist Church.  The program includes music, speeches by 
local politicians, a performance by the student dance troupe, 
and awards to a student and adult who exemplify the spirit 

of integration, leadership, and service.  All Channing 
members are invited to show our support.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February Community Meal 
Monday, February 20, 3:30-6:15pm, Parish Hall 
The Channing Church Community Meal is the third Monday 
of every month in the Parish Hall. To see when volunteers 
are needed please call Libby Houlihan.  

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Channing Creative Connections Gallery 
For the first 2012 exhibit, weôll revisit the ongoing 
project of AIDS Quilt RI. The exhibit is facilitated by 
Beth and Russ Milham, who have been active with the 
organization for many years.  
 

The quilt panels have been made in "Anna's 
Workshop," where middle-school- and high-school-
aged youths design and create Quilt panels in memory 
of Rhode Islanders lost to AIDS.   
 

We expect that the visual impact of this work by many 
hands, commemorating the lives of many souls, will be 
both beautiful and meaningful in our Parish Hall space. 
 

At each workshop session, an age-appropriate 
orientation to the project is provided, as are all of the 
materials needed to make panels, and brief biographies 
of the people who will be commemorated.  
 

"Anna's Workshop" programs may take place in a 
single day, or be spread out over several sessions. 
Workshop groups may vary in size. School, community 
and religious groups are eligible for the program.  
People requesting panels are encouraged, but not 
required, to participate.  
 

*For information about volunteering, scheduling a 
program, or about having a panel made in memory of 
someone you've lost, please contact Beth Milham. 
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WORSHIP SERVICES  
Sunday Services are held at 10:00 AM in the Sanctuary,  

Childcare Available Every Sunday in the Parish Hall for Children 3 & Younger  
 

Sunday, February 5, Itôs About Love, Damn It!, Rev. John Nichols; Lay Leader: Pat Fairchild 

Greeter: Marcia Mallory; Ushers: Bill Hawkins & Deb Wyman; Chimer: Linda Beall 

Religious Education Classes: Blue Team begin in classroom, all other classes begin in  Sanctuary 
 

Sunday, February 12,  All You Need Is Love,  Presented by the Social Action Committee, Interweave &           

the Religious Education Committee; Lay Leader: Pam Goff 

Greeter: Marcia Mallory; Ushers: Abigail Adams & Anna Smith;  Chimer: Jim Freess 

Multigenerational Service, everyone in Sanctuary  

On the Second Sunday of every month, donations of food are collected during the service.  Your 

generous gift of non-perishable items is appreciated! 
 

Sunday, February 19, Unitarian Humor,  Guest Speaker: Robert Thorson; Lay Leader: Rick Osborne  

Greeter: Marcia Mallory;  Ushers: Jo Ann & Henry Rosemont;  Chimer: Christine Ariel 

Faith in Action: Children & Youth age 5 and over begin in Parish Hall. 
 

Sunday, February 26, Unitarian Universalism in Four Songs, Rev. John Nichols 

Lay Leader: Robert Morton-Ranney  

Greeter: Marcia Mallory;  Ushers: Bob & Joan Walker;  Chimer:  Janna Pederson 

Religious Education Classes: Blue Team begin in classroom, all other classes begin in  Sanctuary 

*Half of this weekôs collection will be donated to The New England Grassroots Environment Fund  
 

Sunday, March 4, is Celebration Sunday! 
 

Church Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 9:00am-1:00pm 
 

 
 

 
 



 

 

Adult Enrichment  

 

 

 
            

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

  
 

 

 

 

The Learning Center at Channing Church  
Our vision at Channing Church is to be a vital and inspirational community that aims to foster spiritual 

growth and intellectual exchange. The mission of the Learning Center is to facilitate the fulfillment of these aims through 
educational programming that enriches our minds, encourages cultural exploration, fellowship, and the sharing of ideas. 
For instruction the Learning Center draws on the expertise of Channing members as well as invited speakers, artists and 

performers from outside the church community. 
Scholarships are available for all Learning Center course fees. 

 

After Sermon Discussion Group  
Every Sunday, 11:30am, Fireplace Room  

Each Sunday after the service, the Learning Center will host a loosely structured discussion on the topic being addressed that 
morning, usually on the theme of the sermon.  The immediate purpose is to share with others whatever thoughts were inspired 
by service, or simply to listen to what others have to say on the topic.  The more fundamental purpose is to strengthen 
community by deepening the content. Discussion facilitators rotate. Drop-in as you will.  
 

What Moves Us?  A Reading & Discussion Group on UU Theology 

Led by Rev. John Nichols; Tuesdays, March 6, 13, 20 and 27 at 7 PM, Library 
$10 Registration Fee, but no one will be turned away. Make check out to Channing Memorial Church; MEMO: TLC 

To register contact the Church Office at: 401-846-0643, or office@channingchurch.org   

We will look at four more or less contemporary religious thinkers who are Unitarian Universalists and talk about what they feel 
is important in life and religion. Each session is self contained but fairly consistent attendance will help your learning and the 
discussion. 

 Our Energy Future: Problems, Solutions, & How To Get There   

Presented by Robert Kieronski, in Cooperation with Michael Armenia 
Co-Sponsored by Channing's Green Congregation Committee 

Thursdays, March 22, 29, & April 5; 6:30 PM; The Program Room at the Newport Public Library 
$10 Donation Requested, but no one will be turned away. Make check out to Channing Memorial Church; MEMO: TLC 

To register contact the Church Office at: 401-846-0643, or office@channingchurch.org   
 

Robert Kieronski is an electrical engineer who worked in the areas of design and safety analysis of nuclear weapons combat 
systems.  For the past several years he has  been actively examining new energy systems and has recently completed a short 
course of study at MIT.  Robert is currently part of a group attempting to effect energy improvements in the mills of Fall 

River.                    "Our Energy Future" is a three-part seminar/lecture series with videos and graphics. 
Part One looks at energy as one of our most pressing problems, inextricably linked with population growth and climate 

change.  

Part Two addresses a possible solution: nuclear energy involving a Liquid Fluoride, Thorium Reactor (LFTR). These 
reactors have the potential to produce abundant low cost power with far greater safety and much less nuclear waste. 
These reactors were invented in the United States but have never been developed for commercial use. They are 

now being developed in China.  

Part Three of this series examines why we are not developing the LFTR, and how we could lose the opportunity we have 

before us. 

William Ellery Channing Reading Group 
Led by Robert Thorson, Eleanor Doumato & Susan Kieronski 

Mondays, April 16 and 23, 7 PM, in the Channing House Library 
Sunday Afternoon,  April 29, 2:00 PM ,  "Channing's Newport"  Walking Tour 

$10 Registration Fee, but no one will be turned away. Make check out to Channing Memorial Church; MEMO: TLC 
To register contact the Church Office at: 401-846-0643, or office@channingchurch.org   

 

Who is that man in Touro Park? Our church is named after him. The church's ground-breaking ceremony, held on his 100th 
birthday, was attended by Ralph Waldo Emerson, the Rev. Edward Everett Hale, A. Bronson Alcott, and Mrs. Julia Ward 
Howe, and celebrated by the most famous liberal religious and political figures of the time. But what do you know about him?  
We will read a selection of his writings and discuss his theology in the context of intellectual movements of the mid-19th 
century. Then we will explore Channing's Newport on a walking tour under the guidance of Susan Kieronski, professional 
Newport history tour guide. The discussion sessions are a collaborative learning effort:  Robert Thorson is a geologist and 
Eleanor Doumato is a Middle East historian.  

office@channingchurch.org
office@channingchurch.org
office@channingchurch.org


 

 

Calling all Channing friends and family ï a new kind of Auction is about to begin! 
Raise $ for the church budget 

Make new friends and enjoy old friends 
Have fun!  And remember that òthe more we get together the happier weõll be.ó 

Starting February 5, & each month for the next few months, a silent auction will occur. 10 ï 12 auction options will be 
listed for 1 week, from 9:00am on Sunday until 11:30am the following Sunday. Most of these options will be fun events 
hosted by members of Channing. There will be options for all ages. A spot at the event will cost no more than a night 
out in town. For those that cannot be present to bid, or who like guarantees, a ñbut it nowò option will be available until 
midnight the Saturday before the auction closes. Buy a block of spots at an event and bring friends, or buy just one 
spot and get to know new people. Call Sondra Gold to purchase a spot. 
 

Here is a brief listing of the auction options available Sunday, February 5, 9:00am-February 12, 11:30am 
1. Pies! Pies! Pies! Take home a fresh pie on February 12th. The highest bidder gets the first choice. Opening bid - 

$8 / Buy It Now - $15 

2. American Girl Doll Tea Party. Come and enjoy an afternoon tea and goodies with your favorite American Girl doll 
(or any other doll you love). Avery Lussier will host 8 girls over the age of 6 on Saturday March 3rd from 2:00 - 

3:30pm, in the Parish Hall. Opening bid - $10 / Buy It Now - $15 

3. Join the Metrognomes for an evening of music and munchies. Come to hear original music and the original ways 
the Metrognomes cover other peopleôs music. 4 people get to share the fun at 7 pm on Monday, February 27  at 

the home of Rachel Balaban and John Burnham. Opening bid $15 / Buy It Now - $20 

4. A Victorian Tea Party for 12 in Barbara Baumôs Victorian Home. Bring a special tea pot and a story of friendship or 

family to share. Saturday, March 3rd from 2:00 ï 4:00pm. Opening bid - $10 / Buy It Now - $15 

5. Are you a winner? Board Games and snacks for 16 at the home of Ginny Spaulding. BYOB. Friday, March 9th 7:30 

ï 10:00 pm. Opening Bid - $10 / Buy It Now - $15 

6. Learn how to explore and discuss End of Life Wishes in Joy Bensonôs Advanced Directions/ 5 Wishes Workshop 

in the Channing Library on March 11th from 3 ï 5pm 10 spaces. Opening bid - $10 / Buy It Now - $15 

7. Havenôt you wondered how she does it? Learn the tricks and enjoy the tastes of delicious Greek cooking in the 
kitchen of Betsy Leerssen.  Watch, help and taste as she makes egg and lemon soup, spanakopita, baklava, and 
other favorites. Enjoy the dinner youôve prepared together.       6 spacess.   Saturday, March 24th at 6 pm. Opening 

Bid - $15 / Buy It Now - $25 

8. Letôs celebrate literary New England. Robert Frost was born March 26th, 1874. Henry Wadsworth Longfellow died 
March 24th, 1882. Eat supper together then have a poetry reading to honor them. Robert and Kristine Thorson will 
provide supper if you will bring a poem from one of your favorite New England poets to read aloud. 10 openings, 

Saturday, March 24th 6:30pm. Opening bid - $10 / Buy It Now - $20 

9. April is the month to plan your garden. Barbara Richter has invited you to her amazing garden and home for a 
gardening workshop. Tour, Learn, ask questions and plan. 20 openings, Sunday, April 1, 11:30am. Opening bid - 

$10 / Buy It Now - $15 

10. Portuguese Dinner with wine. Your hostess is Jo Freedman. She will be preparing kale soup, cod a gomes de sa, 
salada a partugesa, arroz doce (rice pudding), Portuguese wine, tea and coffee. 10 openings, Saturday, April 21 

6:30pm. Opening bid - $15 / Buy It Now - $25 

   Auction Kick-off Special                                                                                              
A Super bowl Party and Spaghetti Dinner. Join Jim yelling in front of the big screen tv 

or Sondra chatting in the kitchen. Whether you come for the game or just the 
commercials, there will be sauce for all (both carnivores and herbivores). BYOB. 10 

spaces. Sunday, February 5th at 4pm. Opening bid - $10 / Buy It Now - $15 This 
Auctions is open for Buy It Now right NOW. Call Sondra Gold to buy a space before 

11:30pm February 4th. The remaining spaces will be auctioned off at 11:15am Sunday, February 5 at the 
opening of the Silent Auction. Buy It Now for all other auctions opens on Sunday, February 5th. Call 

Sondra Gold to purchase a spot. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Support Channing Memorial Church today: 
Sign up for Green Power! 
 

Members of Channing Memorial Church, 
 

Today you have an opportunity to support the congregation, clean up our air and water, 

and reduce our dependence on foreign sources of energyðall through your monthly 

electricity bill.  

 

Do it by signing up for New England GreenStartSM or New England WindSM, programs of 

Peopleôs Power & Light (ripower.org). Each program lets you match the electricity you use 

each month with green power, directly on your National Grid electricity bill. For as little as 45 

cents per day, you will ensure that green power from sources like wind and solar is delivered to 

the electricity grid. 

Not only that, but youôll support Channing Memorial Church too! 
 

Peopleôs Power & Light and Channing Memorial Church are partnering to promote healthier 

energy sources, and to support our congregation. Sign up and mention that we referred you, and 

earn a donation of up to $100 for Channing Memorial Church from Peopleôs Power & Light! 

 

You can choose either program. New England GreenStart comes from wind, solar, small 

hydro, and landfill gas generators. New England Wind comes from 100% wind power sources 

such as the Town of Portsmouthôs 1.5MW wind turbine and a100kW wind turbine at 

Medfordôs McGlynn School. All sources are located in New England. And because Peopleôs 

Power & Light is a non-profit, your monthly payments are 100% federally tax-deductible. You 

can also offset the added cost of green power through energy efficiency in your home! (See 

www.ripower.org for ideas) 

 

To enroll: 
Online go to www.ripower.org/renewable-energy and select Channing Memorial 

Church as the partner organization that referred you.  

OR call Peopleôs Power & Light at 401-861-6111. When you enroll, make sure to 

indicate that you were referred by Channing Memorial Church. 

We look forward to working with you to build a better, green energy future for our children!         

Thank you, from Channing Green Congregation, and      

                                                                                                  

 

A 100kW wind turbine in 
Medford, MA was funded 
in part by PP&L and has 
generated 213,000 kWh 
to date! 

http://www.massenergy.org
http://www.ripower.org
http://www.ripower.org/renewable-energy

